UNITED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

ORDER FOR CONFIRMATION

I

THE

PRESENTATION OF CONFIRMANDS

II

THE CONFIRMATION

THE PRESENTATION OF CONFIRMANDS

                                                                                   The presentation or questioning of the confirmands 

                                                                                   may take place on a Sunday preceding the 

                                                                                   confirmation.

                                                                                   The presentation or questioning may replace the 

                                                                                   Sermon. 

                                                                                   The following Propers may be used.

INTROIT

Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love:  for I have put my trust in you.

Show me the way I should go:  for to you I lift up my soul. (From Psalm 143:8)
COLLECT

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:  We thank you for receiving these confirmands into the covenant of your mercy through baptism, and that you have lead them to a knowledge of the truth through your Word.  Since they have come to give witness of the faith in which they have been instructed, increase in them the gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Enlighten their hearts and open their lips so that their confession may glorify your holy name;  through your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Epistle   II Timothy 3:14-17                    Gospel   John 14:6-14

                                                                                   The following PRAYER  may be used instead of the 

                                                                                   Prayer of the Church or incorporated into it.

[Almighty and everlasting God,  your Spirit has called, enlightened and sanctified these Confirmands.]  Keep (our confirmands)  them in the true faith and let them know you so that no false teaching or temptation may draw them away from you.  Grant that they may glorify you through their words and actions and that they may obtain eternal life;  [through Jesus Christ our Lord.]

THE CONFIRMATION

PRELIMINARY REMARK

                                                                                   The following Propers may be used for the 

                                                                                   Confirmation Service

WATCHWORD

Christ says: You did not choose me, but I chose you. (John 15:16)

INTROIT

May  your  unfailing love come to me,  O  Lord:  your salvation according to your promise.

Then I will answer the one who taunts me: for I trust in your Word.

I will speak of your statutes before kings: and  will not be put to shame. (From Psalm 119)

COLLECT

Almighty and eternal God, you have chosen us to bear witness to you: Keep us on the narrow way so  that we may make a good confession  before all people;  through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,  who  lives and reigns with you and  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Psalm 115                                                             Hymn 121           

O.T.             Proverbs      3:1-8

Epistle          I Timothy    6:11-16

Gospel         Matthew      7:13-16a     

Additional Texts for Sermons

John 6:66-69

I Corinthians 3:21-23

Deuteronomy 30:11-20a

Liturgical Colour

                                                                    Red

THE CONFIRMATION

                                                                                   The Service includes the celebration of Holy 

                                                                                   Communion.

                                                                                   Until the Gospel the usual Order of Service is 

                                                                                   followed.

GOSPEL

HYMN

SERMON

HYMN

                                                                                   The Pastor addresses the Confirmands:

Pastor:          Dear Confirmands,  you have been baptized in the Name of the triune  

                     God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  When you were baptized 

                     your parents and godparents confessed the faith of the Church in your 

                     stead.

                     During preparation for confirmation you came to know what the Christian 

                     faith is and what it means for our lives.


                                                                                   The following address may also be used.

Pastor:  Dear Confirmands, you have been baptized in the Name   

             of the triune God.  When you were baptized your parents

             and godparents together with the congregation confessed 

             the Christian faith. During preparation for confirmation 

             you learned what it means to be baptized and to believe    

             in Jesus Christ.


                     Christians confess their faith by means of the Apostles’ Creed.  If it is 

                     your desire to remain and grow in this faith confess it now.

Confirmands (and Pastor): 

                         I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ,  his only Son,  our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven, and sits at  the right hand of God,  the Father  Almighty,  from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I  believe  in  the Holy Spirit,  the  Holy  Christian  Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness  of sins,  the  resurrection  of  the body,  and  the  life everlasting. Amen.

Pastor:         You (We) have confessed the faith as a group.  Now I ask each one of you 

                     individually:  Do you intend to remain and grow in this faith by the grace 

                     of God?  If so, then answer:  Yes, with the help of God.

                                                                                   The confirmands may  affirm their intention as a 

                                                                                   group or individually.  In the latter case the 

                                                                                   confirmand may do so by giving the Pastor his/her 

                                                                                   right hand.

Confirmand(s):  Yes, with the help of God.

                                                                                   The Pastor addresses the congregation:

Pastor:          Dear parents and godparents, dear congregation, let us pray for our  

                     confirmands.


                                                                                   Or where it is customary,  a hymn imploring the Holy  

                                                                                   Spirit may be sung.

Pastor:  Dear parents and godparents, dear congregation, let us    

             intercede for our confirmands by singing hymn No.  …

HYMN

                                                                                   After the hymn the prayer is spoken.


                                                                                   The Pastor and confirmands may kneel.

                     Almighty God, heavenly Father, you begin and perfect in us all that is 

                     good.  We pray for these confirmands:  Increase in them the gifts of the 

                     Holy Spirit that they may remain in your Church, in the true faith and in 

                     obedience to your holy Word.  Grant that they may grow in Christ, the 

                     Head of the Church, in all wisdom, holiness and righteousness.  May they 

                     know and love you , Father, Son and Holy Spirit, perfectly and glorify you 

                     in word and deed;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation:  Amen.


                                                                                   OR  the following prayers may be used.

Almighty and merciful God, our heavenly Father:  You are always at work in us to make us willing and able to obey your gracious will.  Strengthen these young people with your Holy Spirit, so that they may continue to live with you in the fellowship of your Church.  Let nothing ever undermine their faith or lead them away from the truth which they have confessed.  Inspire them to know you more perfectly, to love you more fervently, and to serve you more willingly, so that they may be a blessing to others, build up your people, and honour your holy name;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.


Congregation:  Amen.

Or

Lord God, heavenly Father:  We thank and praise you for making your Son Jesus Christ known to these people through the Gospel.  Continue to enlighten and strengthen them through your Holy Spirit, so that they may grow in faith, in reverence for you, in knowledge of you, in patience under trials, and in all things necessary for their salvation.  Give them power to bear the fruits of faith, and to stand firm until the great day of victory, when all who have fought the good fight of faith will receive the crown of glory;  through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Or

Pastor:  Let us pray for our Confirmands:  

             Merciful God, strengthen the faith of these young 

             Christians so that they may rely entirely on you.  Grant 

             them your love that they may help where there is need.  

             Give them hope in their hearts so that they may never be  

             discouraged.  We call on you, Lord:

Congregation:  Lord, hear us.

Pastor:  Grant them the power of your Holy Spirit as they 

             endeavour to live their lives according to your will.  

             Help them to make the right decisions,  and let their lives 

             as Christians be fruitful.  We call on you, Lord:

Congregation:  Lord, hear us.

Pastor:  Guide us all through this life until you bring it to 

             completion in eternity.

Congregation:  Amen.


                                                                                   Pastor and Confirmands rise.

Pastor:          Dear Confirmands,  what we have prayed for let me impart to each one of 

                     you individually.  Come and receive the blessing of the Lord.

                                                                                   The Confirmands come to the altar individually or in 

                                                                                   groups.  The Pastor, or a Church Warden, calls each 

                                                                                   Confirmand by his/her Christian names and surname 

                                                                                   and reads out the Bible verse.  The Confirmands 

                                                                                   kneel for the blessing.  The Pastor lays his hands on 

                                                                                   each of them individually or in pairs and says the 

                                                                                   blessing:

                     God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit grant you his grace, protect 

                     you from all evil, assist you in every good deed, and lead you to 

                     everlasting life.  Peace  +  be with you.

Confirmand(s):  Amen.


                                                                                   The following blessings may also be used:

                                   N: May God, who has begun a good work in you, bring it to  

                                   completion at the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. Peace be with  

                                   you.

                                   OR

The God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his will.  Peace be with you.


                                                                                   The Confirmands rise and return to their places.
                                                                                   The Confirmands may sing a HYMN (together with  

                                                                                   the congregation) where it is customary. 

Pastor:         Dear Confirmands,  the Church celebrates Holy Communion at the will 

                     and mandate of her Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  Through it He forgives 

                     us our sin, strengthens our faith and unites us to himself and to one 

                     another.  

                                                                                   When confirmation and first communion coincide he  

                                                                                   says:

                     In his name I now admit you to the Lord’s Table and invite you to 

                     participate in all its privileges.  Receive his gift with joy and 

                     thanksgiving.

                                                                                   When the confirmed were admitted to Holy 

                                                                                   Communion prior to confirmation he says:

                     In his name I invite you to continue to participate in the privileges of his  

                     Table.  Receive his gift with joy and thanksgiving.


                                                                                   A Church Warden may welcome the confirmed with a 

                                                                                   word of Scripture and other appropriate greetings..   

                                                                                   He/she may also make the following declaration:

             By virtue of your confirmation you are given 

             the right to be godparents.  We pray that God will 

             complete the good work He has begun in you.  Praise 

             and honour be to Him.

                                         He may also address the congregation:

             Dear Congregation, these young people have confessed  

             their faith in your presence.  Receive them as confirmed

             members of this congregation.  Remember them in your  

             prayers, set them a good example and care for their well-

             being, so that they may remain faithful to their Lord and 

             finally receive from him the crown of eternal life. 


HYMN

                                                                                   The service continues with the celebration of Holy 

                                                                                   Communion.  

CONFIRMATION

DIE KONFIRMASIE

