UNITED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

ORDER FOR MARRIAGE

                                               PRELIMINARY REMARKS

An impending marriage should be announced at least once to the  congregation. For the purpose of intercession it should also  be announced after it has taken place.

The taking of photographs during the service is not permitted.

The music for the wedding service ought to assist the  congregation in directing their thoughts to the worship of God  the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

UNITED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

ORDER FOR MARRIAGE

                                                                                   The Minister may greet the bridal couple either at  

                                                                                   the entrance to the church or at the Altar.  

                                                                                   Accordingly the ORGAN PRELUDE and 

                                                                                   PROCESSION take place after or before the 

                                                                                   greeting.

GREETING

Pastor:          Dear N.N. and N.N. you have come to God's house  because you desire   

                     God's blessing on your marriage.  Welcome to the house of God. Come,  

                     let us praise Him together, listen to His Word, pray for you and bless you 

                     in His Name.

                                                                                   If the couple have already been legally married the  

                                                                                   service begins here with the Hymn. 

                            ---------

Marriage Officer (Pastor) to the bridegroom:           

                     Do you, N.N., declare that as far as you know there is no lawful  

                     impediment to your proposed marriage with N.N., here present, and that 

                     you call all here present to witness that you take N.N. as your lawful wife? 

Bridegroom:  I do.

Marriage Officer (Pastor) to the bride:

                     Do you, N.N., declare that as far as you know there is no lawful 

                     impediment to your proposed marriage with N.N., here present, and that 

                     you call all here present to witness that you take N.N. as your lawful  

                     husband?       

Bride:           I do.        

                            ----------

HYMN

Pastor:         The peace of the Lord be with you all.

Congregation:  Amen. 

OPENING SENTENCE

(for alternative sentences see appendix under A)

Pastor:          No-one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is  

                     Jesus Christ. (I Corinthians 3:11)  

PRAYER

(for alternative prayers or psalms see appendix under B)

 Pastor:   Let us pray!                

                     Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have created man and woman for one 

                     another and you have promised your blessing on marriage: Enlighten N.N. 

                     and N.N. by your Holy Spirit so that they may know your will and begin 

                     their marriage in your name. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation: Amen. 

                                                                                   OR                       

                                                   Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.

                                                      Serve the Lord with gladness;

                                                      come before Him with joyful songs.

                                                   Know that the Lord is God.

                                                   It is He who made us, and we are his;

                                                      we are His people, the sheep of His pasture.

                                                   Enter His gates with thanksgiving,

                                                      and His courts with praise;

                                                      give thanks to Him and praise His name.

                                                   For the Lord is good and His love endures for ever;

                                                      His faithfulness continues through all generations.

                                                   Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit;

                                                      as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be

                                                      for evermore.

Congregation: Amen.

SERMON

                                                                          A HYMN may be sung

LESSONS
Pastor:          The Bible declares that God created men and women for one another. It  

                     says: The Lord God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will 

                     make a helper suitable for him."   (Genesis 2:18)  

                     It also declares that God has blessed marriage when it says:

                     God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him;  

                     male and female He created them. God blessed them and said to them, "Be 

                     fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it". God saw all 

                     that He had made, and it was very good. (Genesis 1:27-28a, 31a)

                     Concerning the relationship of a man and a woman in marriage our Lord  

                     Jesus Christ said:

                     Haven't you read that at the beginning the Creator made them male and 

                     female, and said, "For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 

                     and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh"? So they are 

                     no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man 

                     not separate. (Matthew 19:4-6)

                     What the word of God says to all Christians applies also to those who are 

                     married:

                     Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

                     yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

                     Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have  

                     against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these 

                     virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the 

                     peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 

                     were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

                     richly. And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 

                     name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

                     (Colossians 3:12-16a,17)

                                                                                   OR

                     May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of 

                     unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart 

                     and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

                     Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 

                     praise to God.  (Romans 15:5-7) 

                     With these words Holy Scripture testifies that marriage is God's good gift  

                     and should not be broken. He wants to bless and protect your marriage. 

                     Therefore I ask you before God and this congregation:

                                                                                   (to the man)

                     N.N., will you have N.N. entrusted to you by God, as your wife, to live 

                     together, as God has ordained, in the holy state of matrimony? Will you 

                     love her, cherish her, honour and protect her in prosperity and in 

                     adversity; and forsaking all others, be faithful to her, as long as you both 

                     shall live? If this is your heart's will and decision then witness it before 

                     God and this Christian Congregation and answer: 

                     Yes, with the help of God.

Bridegroom: Yes, with the help of God.

                                                                                   (to the woman)

                     N.N., will you have N.N., entrusted to you by God, as your husband, to 

                     live together, as God has ordained, in the holy state of matrimony? Will 

                     you love him, cherish him, honour and protect him in prosperity and in 

                     adversity; and forsaking all others, be faithful to him, as long as you both 

                     shall live? If this is your heart's will and decision then witness it before 

                     God and this Christian Congregation and answer: 

                     Yes, with the help of God.

Bride:           Yes, with the help of God.

Pastor:          Exchange wedding rings now as a symbol of your love and faithfulness.

                                                                                   The bridal couple exchange rings.

Pastor:          Join your right hands.

                                                                                   Then the minister lays his hand on theirs and says:

                     ______________

                                                                                   When the ceremony includes the legal marriage;

                     Since N.N. and N.N. have promised themselves to each other before God 

                     and in the presence of this congregation by giving and receiving a ring and 

                     joining hands, I declare that N.N. and N.N. here present have been 

                     lawfully married and pronounce them husband and wife. In the name of 

                     the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. (+) Amen.

                     _______________

                     What God has joined together, let man not separate.

BLESSING

                     Kneel now so that we may pray for you and bless you in the name of the 

                     Triune God.

                                                                                   The couple kneels and the Pastor prays facing the 

                                                                                   Altar.

                     Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you have united N.N. and N.N. in 

                     holy matrimony. Grant them grace to live together according to your 

                     Word. Strengthen them in constant faithfulness and true love toward each 

                     other. Support and protect them in trials and temptations. Help them to 

                     pass through this life with faith in you, in the fellowship of your Church, 

                     and in loving service to each other, that they may always enjoy your 

                     heavenly blessing; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

                     reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

                                                                                   The Lord's Prayer may follow.

Congregation: Amen.

                                                                                   The Pastor lays his hands on their heads and says:

                     The blessing of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit come upon you and       

                     remain with you now and for ever.

                     Peace be with you. (+)

Congregation: Amen.

                                                                       OR:

                     God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless your marriage. May He 

                     enlighten you through His Word and fill you with His mercy so that you 

                     may remain in His Church and inherit eternal life.

                     Peace be with you. (+)

Congregation: Amen.

                                                                                   The couple rises. Where it is customary a Bible is 

                                                                                   now presented to them.

HYMN

PRAYER

(for an alternative prayer see appendix under C)

Pastor: Let us pray!

                     Almighty God, heavenly Father, we thank you that you have created man 

                     and woman for one another. Protect marriage and fill all married people 

                     with your Holy Spirit. Make their love holy and help them to serve you 

                     with a pure heart. Grant that they, together with their whole family, may 

                     receive the eternal life you have promised; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

                                                                                   If the Lord's Prayer had not been said earlier it may 

                                                                                   now follow.
                     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  

                     will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 

                     us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 

                     temptation; But deliver us from evil; For the kingdom, the power, and the 

                     glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

                                                                                   Or

                     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 

                     thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

                     bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

                     against us; and lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For 

                     thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  

                     Amen.

BENEDICTION

Pastor:          The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine  on you, 

                     and be gracious to you. The  Lord look upon you with favour and give you  

                     + peace.

Congregation: Amen.

                     ________

ANNOUNCEMENTS

1. If the couple were also legally married in         

                                                                                                  the above ceremony:

                     The newly married couple will now proceed to the vestry to sign the 

                     marriage register. Please remain seated. When they return from the vestry 

                     please follow them out of the church.

2.                   Kindly refrain from throwing confetti.

3.                   On this day of joy you may give a thankoffering at the door of the church.

                     __________

APPENDIX

Alternative sentences and prayers

A

1. Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise His holy name. Praise the  

       Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits.   (Psalm 103:1-2)

2. Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

       giving thanks to God the Father through Him.  (Colossians 3:17)

3. Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the 

       heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.  (Ephesians 1:3)

B

1. Eternal God, our Creator and Redeemer: As you established marriage to be a holy 

      state, to be kept holy by us, pour out your Spirit on N and N, so that they may enter 

      it in your name, continue it to your glory and their good, and conclude it with your 

      help in eternal joy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

2. Almighty and everlasting God, since N and N seek your blessing upon their 

      marriage graciously hear their prayer and help them to live together according to 

      your Word. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.

3. Lord Jesus Christ, our heavenly bridegroom: As you gladdened the wedding at  

      Cana by your presence, be present at this wedding. Look with favour on N and N 

      about to be joined in marriage. Grant that they may rejoice in all your gifts, and 

      finally celebrate with you the marriage feast which has no end.  Amen.

PSALMS

1. Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. Your 

      righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your justice like the great deep. O Lord, 

      you preserve both man and beast. How priceless is your unfailing love! Both high 

      and low among men find refuge in the shadow of your wings. They feast on the 

      abundance of your house;    you give them drink from your river of delights. For 

      with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.    (Psalm 36:5-9)

                                                                                   Other suitable psalms are: Psalm 8:1,3-6,9; Psalm  

                                                                                   23; Psalm 86:5,6,11,12;  Psalm 67; Psalm 127 and 

                                                                                   Psalm 128.
C

Lord God our heavenly Father, you are love. We pray that the love of N.N. and N.N. will grow with the passing years so that they may be happy in their marriage. May they always be there for one another and find one another again in times of loneliness and disappointment.

We pray for all who are near and dear to them; for their parents through whom you gave them life, for their families in which they grew up, for their friends and for all through whom you created and strengthened their faith. Let your goodness accompany them throughout their lives.

We pray for all who have vowed to be loving and faithful to one another in marriage: May they always stand by one another in joy and in trouble and bear the burdens of life together.

We pray for all couples who find it difficult to live with one another and have even become estranged: may they never stop seeking one another! Let them learn to understand each other and continue to hope.

Lord our God wherever there is love in this world you have caused it. Keep our hearts open to the Gospel of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who has shown us that you are love for ever.

