UNITED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

ORDER FOR HOLY BAPTISM

(INFANTS)

                                                                                   As  a  rule  baptism takes  place in a Service of 

                                                                                   public worship.   After   the  reading  of  the  

                                                                                   Gospel  a  BAPTISM  HYMN is sung.   

                                                                                   During the hymn the Candidate(s) for baptism  

                                                                                   is/are presented at the Altar.

THE GREETING

Pastor:            The peace of the Lord be with you all.

Congregation: Amen.

COMMISSION

Pastor:             Dear parents and sponsors,  you have come to have  N.N. (your children)  

                        baptized. 

Our  Lord Jesus Christ commanded His Church to baptize and we obey His  command trusting in His promise.   For He  says:  “All  authority in heaven and on earth   has been given to me.  Therefore go amd make disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father  and  of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and  teaching them  to obey everything I have  commanded you.  And surely  I will be with you always,  to the very end of  the  age”. (Matt. 28:18-20)

           

SIGN OF THE CROSS

Because Jesus Christ receives N.N. (your children) in baptism we bless him/her (them) with the sign of the Holy Cross.

                                                                                   The  Pastor  makes the SIGN OF  THE CROSS   on 

                                                                                    the  forehead  of   the Candidate,   OR   may   

                                                                                   touch   the  forehead,  breast  and shoulders in  

                                                                                   doing so, and says:
Receive the sign of the Holy Cross  +  .   Jesus Christ the crucified has redeemed you.

                                                                                   OR

I  give  you the sign of the cross  +  .   You  belong  to  Jesus Christ the crucified.

PRAYER

                                                                                   At the baptism of one child

Pastor:           Let us pray!  Almighty and eternal God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

                     free N.N. whom we have blessed with the  sign  of the cross from the power  

                     of  (the)  evil (one)  and  grant him/her your everlasting  grace  and faith  

                     through  the washing of rebirth and renewal  by the  Holy  Spirit,   so  that  

                     he/she  may  become a steadfast member of your Church and so inherit  

                     eternal life  with us.  Through Jesus Christ,  our  Lord,  who lives  and   

                     reigns with you and the Holy  Spirit,  one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

                                                                                   OR

                     Almighty and everliving God,  look with favour on N.N. By  baptism into  

                     Jesus Christ set him/her free from the power of Satan, deliver  

                     him/her from the kingdom of darkness and death, and receive  

                     him/her into your kingdom of life and light. 

Congregation: Amen.

                                                                                   At the baptism of several children

Pastor:           Let us pray!  Almighty and eternal God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

                     free N.N. (these children) whom we have blessed with the  sign  of the cross 

                     from the power of  (the)  evil (one)  and  grant them your everlasting  grace   

                     and faith  through  the washing of rebirth and renewal  by the  Holy  Spirit,    

                     so  that they  may  become  steadfast members of your Church and so inherit  

                     eternal life  with us.  Through Jesus Christ,  our  Lord,  who lives  and   

                     reigns with you and the Holy  Spirit,  one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

                                                                                   OR

                     Almighty and everliving God,  look with favour on N.N. (these children).    

                     By  baptism into Jesus Christ set them free from the power of Satan, deliver  

                     them from the kingdom of darkness and death, and receive them into your  

                     kingdom of life and light. 

Congregation: Amen.

                                                                                   An   EXHORTATION, (example below)       

                                                                                   or a SERMON  pertaining  to  baptism  is   

                                                                                   given.

                     Dear parents and sponsors:  You have brought this child, (these  children,   

                     N.N. )  to receive Holy  Baptism.  We thank God, the Creator and Keeper of 

                     all life, that He has  entrusted you  with  this  child (these  children, N.N.) as 

                     a sign of His loving kindness.

                     God's  Word  teaches  us that all  human  beings,  and therefore also your  

                     child (your children), are under the  power of sin and death. But God's  

                     Word also teaches us that  our Lord Jesus Christ died and rose again  from  

                     the dead  to  free us for life with Him now and  for  ever.  Through baptism  

                     instituted by Him Christ offers and  conveys the blessings of His saving  

                     work,  namely  forgiveness of sin, life and salvation.

                     Through  baptism  your child is made a  member (your children are made  

                     members) of the body of Christ,  the  Church.     God will complete  the  

                     good  work  He  begins   in him/ her (them)  today  when Christ returns to   

                     judge  the living  and the dead.  So that your child (children)  may value  

                     his/her (their) baptism and live from it, see to it  that  he/she grows (they  

                     grow) up in the Church.  Remember   him/her (them)   in   your 

                     prayers.    Remind  him/her (them)  of his/her (their) baptism.  Read the  

                     Bible with him/her (them).  Show him/her (them) Jesus Christ and teach  

                     him/her (them)  to  pray to our heavenly  Father. Bring  him/her (them)  to  

                     worship  in  God's  house  and  provide  for his/her (their) continued 

                     instruction in the Christian  faith so that by God's grace he/she (they) may 

                     stand with you on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. May  the  Lord  grant  

                     you the help of His  Holy  Spirit  to fulfill your task. Amen.

THE LESSON AND PRAYER

                     Hear  the  Word  of God as it is written in  the  10th Chapter of the Gospel 

                     according to St Mark:

      

                     People  were bringing little children to Jesus to have Him touch them,  but 

                     the disciples rebuked them.  When Jesus  saw this,  He was indignant.  He 

                     said to  them, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 

                     for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth,  

                     anyone who will not receive the kingdom  of  God like a little child will 

                     never  enter  it."  And  He took the children in His arms,  put  His hands on 

                     them and blessed them.

                     In order to obtain this blessing also for your child (children, for  N.N.),   let    

                     us  lay  our hands  on  him/her (them) and pray together:

                                                                                   Pastor,  parents,  and sponsors (or  representatives 

                                                                                   of the Congregation)  lay hands on the candidate.

   .

Our  Father  in heaven,  hallowed be  your  name,  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give  us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we  forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,  and the glory are yours,  now and for ever. Amen.

                                                                                   OR

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  thy kingdom come;  thy will be done on earth,  as it is in heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever.  Amen.

Pastor:            The Lord watch over your coming and going both now and for evermore.   

Congregation:  Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH

Pastor:          Dear parents and sponsors. Jesus Christ says, "He who believes and is  

                     baptized will be saved; he who does not believe will be condemned." (Mark  

                                  16:16)

                     Baptism  and faith belong together.  He who believes in Jesus Christ is set  

                     free from the power of the evil one through  baptism  into Christ and is 

                     placed under the dominion of Christ.

                     Let  us confess on behalf of your child (your children,  N.N.) the faith that  

                     God works in him/her (them) through baptism.

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ,  his only Son,  our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven, and sits at  the right hand of God,  the Father  Almighty,  from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I  believe  in  the Holy Spirit,  the  Holy  Christian  Church,  the communion of saints,  the forgiveness  of sins,  the  resurrection  of  the body,  and  the  life everlasting. Amen.

PROMISE OF PARENTS AND SPONSORS

Pastor:          I   ask you therefore,  parents and sponsors:  Do you  desire  to  have your  

                     child (children) baptized in  the Name  of  the  Father and of the Son and  of                      the  Holy Spirit and do you promise to bring him/her (them) up in the  

                     Christian faith,  then answer:    I do, with the help of God.

Parents and 

sponsors:      I do, with the help of God.

BAPTISM

                                                                                   All  now  proceed to the  baptismal font.

                                                                                   The   Pastor  applies  water  three times  to the head 

                                                                                   of the candidate for baptism while saying:

    Pastor:        N.N.,  I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the  

                     Holy  Spirit. Amen.

                                                                                   The  Pastor places his hand on  the head  of  the 

                                                                                   baptized  person  and says:

                              

                         Almighty God,  the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has  given  you  

                     the new birth by water  and  the  Holy Spirit  and has forgiven you all your 

                     sins,  strengthen  you with his grace to life everlasting. 

                                                                                   A Bible verse for the baptized person may be read 

                                                                                   now.

                     Peace be with you (+).  Amen.

                                                                                   All return to the Altar.

  

EXHORTATION AND BLESSING

Pastor:          Dear parents and sponsors: The Lord has entrusted you with this child (these 

                     children, N.N.) whom he has received as his  child (children) in Holy   

                     Baptism.   For this we give  thanks and rejoice with you.  May he bless your  

                     family and lead  your child (children,  N.N.) to a mature  Christian faith  so  

                     that  all of us may be blessed and  God  be honoured.

                                                                                   To the Congregation:

                     And you,  dear congregation,  receive this child (these children, N.N.) whom  

                     God has given us as a brother/sister (as brothers and/ sisters)  in Christ.  

                     Encourage him/her (them)  to become active in the  life and worship of this 

                     congregation and give him/her (them) a sense of being loved and accepted. 

                     Let  us pray!  Heavenly Father,  you are the creator of all  life.  We thank 

                     you for this child (these  children, N.N.) whom  you have entrusted to these  

                     parents and whom  you have accepted as your child (children) through  

                     baptism.  We ask you to protect both child (children) and parents. May   this                      child (these children)  grow  up joyously, trusting in your goodness and  

                     assist the parents  in bringing  up their child (children).  Complete the good 

                     work you have begun in him/her (them) today.  Through Jesus Christ our  

                     Lord. 

Congregation: Amen.

                                                                                   The  Pastor  turns to the  parents, sponsors  and the 

                                                                                   baptized  persons and pronounces the Blessing.

                                                                                   He may do so with the laying on of hands.

                              

Pastor:          The blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the Son and the  Holy Spirit be 

                     with you always.  Go in peace  (+). 

Congregation:   Amen.

                                                                                   All  return to their places and the Service 

                                                                                    continues according to the normal order.

                              

UNITED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

ORDER FOR HOLY BAPTISM

(ADULTS)

                                                                                   As  a  rule  baptism takes  place in a Service of 

                                                                                   public worship.

                                                                                   After   the  reading  of  the  Gospel  a 

                     BAPTISM  HYMN is sung.   During    

                     the hymn the Candidate(s) for baptism present(s)  

                             himself/herself/themselves at the Altar or at the 

                             Baptismal Font.

THE GREETING

Pastor:            The peace of the Lord be with you all.

Congregation: Amen.

Pastor:             Dear N.N., you are here to receive Holy Baptism.
                              

COMMISSION

Our  Lord Jesus Christ commanded His Church to baptize and we obey His  command trusting in His promise.   For He  says:  All  authority in heaven and on earth   has been given to me.  Therefore go amd make disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father  and  of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and  teaching them  to obey everything I have  commanded you.  And surely  I will be with you always,  to the very end of  the  age. Whoever  believes and is baptized  will  be  saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. (Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:16)

           

SIGN OF THE CROSS

Because  Jesus  Christ receives  you in baptism we bless you with the sign of  the Holy Cross.

                                                                                   The  Pastor  makes the SIGN OF  THE CROSS   on 

                                                                                    the  forehead  of   the Candidate,   OR   may   

                                                                                   touch   the  forehead,  breast  and shoulders in  

                                                                                   doing so, and says:

Receive the sign of the Holy Cross + .   Jesus Christ the crucified has redeemed you.

                                                                                   OR

I  give  you the sign of the cross  + .  You  belong  to  Jesus Christ the crucified.

PRAYER

Pastor:           Let us pray!  Almighty and eternal God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

                     free N.N. whom we have blessed with the  sign  of the cross from the power  

                     of  (the)  evil (one)  and  grant him/her your everlasting  grace  and faith  

                     through  the washing of rebirth and renewal  by the  Holy  Spirit,   so  that  

                     he/she  may  become a steadfast member of your Church and so inherit  

                     eternal life  with us.  Through Jesus Christ,  our  Lord,  who lives  and   

                     reigns with you and the Holy  Spirit,  one God, now and forever.

Congregation: Amen.

                                                                                   OR

                     Almighty and everliving God,  look with favour on N.N. By  baptism into  

                     Jesus Christ set him/her/them free from the power of Satan, deliver  

                     him/her/them from the kingdom of darkness and death, and receive  

                     him/her/them into your kingdom of life and light. 

Congregation: Amen.

                                                                                   An   EXHORTATION  or a  SERMON  pertaining  

                                                                                    to  baptism  is given. 

THE LESSON AND PRAYER

Pastor:          Hear  the  Word  of God as it is written in  the  third chapter of the Gospel  

                     according to St John:

                     Jesus answered Nicodemus: "I tell you the truth, unless a man is born again, 

                     he cannot see the kingdom of God."   "How  can  a  man be born when he  is                      old?"  Nicodemus asked. "Surely  he cannot enter a second time into his 

                     mother's womb to be born!" Jesus answered,  "I tell you the  truth,  unless  a                      man is born of  water  and  the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

                     Flesh gives birth  to  flesh,  but  the Spirit gives birth to  the spirit.  You 

                     should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must  be  born  again.'   The wind                      blows  wherever  it pleases.  You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where  

                     it comes from  or where it is going.  So it  is  with everyone born of the 

                     Spirit."

                     Let  us ask the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ  upon  N.N.,  and  pray   

                     together:                                                            
                                                                                   Candidate kneals. Pastor and sponsors or 

                                                                                   representatives of the Congregation lay hands on 

                                                                                   the candidate.

    

                             

                     Our  Father  in heaven,  hallowed be  your  name,  your kingdom come, your  

                     will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give  us today our daily bread. Forgive 

                     us our sins as we  forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into 

                     temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,  and the 

                     glory are yours,  now and for ever. Amen.

                                                                                   OR

                     Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  thy kingdom come;  

                     thy will be done on earth,  as it is in heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  

                     and forgive us our trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

                     and lead us not into temptation;  but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

                     kingdom,  and the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever.  Amen.

Pastor:          The Lord watch over your coming and going both now and for evermore.   

Congregation: Amen.

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH

Pastor:          Dear  N,   Jesus Christ says:  "He who believes and  is baptized  will  be 

                     saved;  but he who does not  believe will be condemned."  Baptism and faith 

                     belong together. Therefore, I ask you: Do you believe in God, the Father 

                     Almighty,  maker of heaven and earth?

Candidate:    I do.

Pastor:          Do  you believe in Jesus Christ,  his only  Son,  our Lord, who was  

                     conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin  Mary,   suffered  

                     under  Pontius  Pilate,   was crucified,  dead,  and buried,  he descended into  

                     hell, the third day he rose again from the dead,  he ascended into  heaven, 

                     and sits at the right hand of God,  the Father Almighty,  from thence he will  

                     come to judge the living and the dead?

Candidate:    I do.

Pastor:          Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church,  the  

                     communion of saints,  the forgiveness  of sins,  the  resurrection  of  the 

                     body,  and  the  life everlasting?

Candidate:    I do.

Pastor:          Do you desire to be baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

                     the  Holy Spirit?

Candidate:    I do.

                             

BAPTISM

                                                                                   All  now  proceed to the  baptismal font.

                                                                                   The   Pastor  applies  water  three times  to the head 

                                                                                   of the candidate  while saying:

    

Pastor:          N.N.,  I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

                     Holy Spirit. Amen.

                                                                                   The  Pastor places his hand on  the head  of  the 

                                                                                   baptized  person  and says:

                              

                     Almighty God,  the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has  given  you  

                     the new birth by water  and  the  Holy Spirit  and has forgiven you all your 

                     sins,  strengthen  you with his grace to life everlasting. 

                                                                                   A Bible Verse for the baptized person may be read 

                                                                                   now.

                              

                     Peace be with you (+).  Amen.

                                                                                   All return to the Altar.

  

MISSION AND BLESSING

Pastor:           Let us pray!   Almighty and merciful Father, we thank you that you 

                     graciously preserve and extend your Church.  By the new birth of Holy  

                     Baptism you have given this brother/sister a place in your heavenly kingdom, 

                     membership in the body of your Son,  and the gift of your Holy Spirit.

                     Keep him/her in the grace of his/her baptism,  so that he/she may serve you 

                     here on earth, and finally, with all the saints, obtain the promised inheritance 

                     in heaven;  through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Congregation:  Amen.

                              

Pastor:          I now admit you to the fellowship of the Lord’s Table,  and invite you to 

                     participate in its priveleges,  in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,  the great 

                     king and head of the Church.

                                                                        The baptized kneals.

Pastor:          The blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

                     with you  + always.

Congregation:  Amen.

                                                                                   The baptized face the Congregation and the Pastor  

                                                                                   addresses the Congregation.

Pastor:          Dear Congregation,  receive N, whom God has given us as a brother/sister 

                     in Christ.  Remember him/her in your prayers and set him/her a good 

                     example,  so that he/she may remain faithful to his/her Lord and finally 

                     receive from Him the crown of eternal life.

                                                                                   All  return to their places and the Service  

                                                                                   continues according to the normal order.

                              

